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Decanting the Playhouse Wine Festival

Ihe Vancouver
Playhouse VWine
Fastival kickad off
Monday night at
Earls restaurant.
Sponscring the ovent
wias Inniskillin
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winory, peuring five
winzs from their
exparimental “Discov

By Sl ey,

Tha roor was packed with wine journalists, and by the time

arrived, Jurgen Goethe had already taken the microphone and was
introducing the principals from Inniskillen and Zarls. Looping around
the back, | found an empty booth near the kitchen doaor with wine
place settings for two. S0, | just sat down, Like an accidental queen, |
found myself in the middle of the action with an expansive viow of
the wholo place,

Babe: wearing beauty gquesn sashes, bearing the name of each wine,
served the wine and food. miss Chenin Blanc handed me a glass, and
as | sipped 1t and listenzd to the speakers, wine critic Anthony
Gismondi sat down cppasite me. Then, he invited columnist Eruce
Stephen to join us and before long we were talking wine and nozhing
on the food pairings

Tha snarpness of the 2007
Chanin Rlanc was nicaly

mellowed by the scallop and
grapefruit ceviche, and the rpe
2007 Marsaines Ruusanne paired
well with sake-brined salmon
and watermelon cilantro salad.
Shortrib crostini with mushroom
duxelle and herseradish cream stocd up to the strong tannins of the
2006 Malbec. My favorite combo was the 2006 Zinfandel, shown nere,




withi its rich black cherrias and forest floor notes that glommed onto
the smokiness of the duck breast and blugberry quinoa. Finally, the
Tempranillo lcewing, about which | wondared, is there really such a
thing? Yes, and it is sweet and juicy, but almost too much for the pear
and gouda tarte tatin, which | thought tasted better with the
Marsanng Roussane.

His officiating
finished, Inniskillan
winemaker Sandor
Meayer sat down in
our booth and we
began talking about
his wines. Being a
zinhead from
Sonoma County and
frustrated by the
indifference of
Canadians to the
California grape, | asked him why people and publications here aren't

more keen on zin. | was shocked- shocked! - by his answer.
“It's because they still think zinfandel is white,”

White zin? Is that what they think of? Still? Bruce modded and affirmned
that yes, the perception of white still beats out red in the minds of
Canadians. And all this timea | thought it was the high alcohol turning
them off,

Indeed, when you surf to Inniskillin's Discovery Series page, the 2004
vintaga is titled "Red Zinfandel,” for those who might have baen
confused.










